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In the Scandinavian societies of the Viking Age the ship was omnipresent. Politically, ideologically

and economically the ship played a central role, and in the military operations, which are the subject

of this book, the ship and its armed crew were the fundamental means of achieving military goals.

This publication deals with the organisational, resource-related and operational aspects of the

building and use of ships for warfare in 11th-century Denmark.
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â€œâ€¦it is a rewarding read with a thought-provoking message, with the tables readily to hand for

those who wish to delve more deeply into the evidence. There are two appendices, a glossary,

extensive footnotes, and a very full bibliography. The lack of an index is, to this reviewer, its only

shortcoming.â€• (Colin Martin International Journal of Nautical Archaeology, 46.1)

Morten Ravn is a curator at the Viking Ship Museum in Roskilde. He has a Ph.D. in archaeology

from the University of Copenhagen and has lectured on ship and experimental archaeology, as well

as Scandinavian Viking Age in general, at the University of Copenhagen. His career has involved

large-scale digital recording of archaeological ship timbers, maritime heritage and research on

Viking Age shipbuilding, seafaring, and naval warfare.
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